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Our Aims for Reading

…to develop the children’s love 
of books and desire to read.

We aim to teach, enable and encourage children to 
become fluent, independent and analytical readers 

who are enthralled by books.
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Phonics at The Horsell Village School

We use the Bug Club Phonics scheme.  

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will take part in a daily Phonics 
lesson.  

Phonics lessons are 20 minutes in length.

Phonics lessons are fast paced and have a cumulative approach
                       

  



EYFS - Continuous Provision



Active Learn  - Phonics bug 

Teaching Sequence

• Revisit and review

• Teach

• Practise

• Apply

• Assess learning



Phonics Terminology



Phases 







Beginning reading

• Word Recognition - using phonic knowledge

• Word Recognition – Common Exception Words (CEWs) 
and High Frequency Words (HFWs)

• Language Comprehension skills - using literal, deduction 
and inference



Reading Fluency

How do high frequency words help with reading?

Because they're so common, high frequency words (HFWs) provide the 
building blocks for children's reading success. Learning to recognise these 
words quickly and automatically is an important step in becoming a fluent 
reader. E.g. it, and, did, long, soon, yes, looking.

How do common exception words (tricky words) help with reading?

Common exception words (CEWs) are words where the usual spelling rule 
doesn't apply. As children come across unfamiliar spelling and sound 
patterns in tricky words, their phonics knowledge won't always help them to 
sound out and read the word; such as the common exception words 
"sugar", "improve", "climb" and "because".





Blending for reading

c  a  t

sh u t

m a k e



Group Reading

To develop word – reading skills

Opportunities to use phonics knowledge to tackle 
unfamiliar words

To develop reading for meaning

Pull together all the strategies to understand and infer 
meaning

To develop reading for information

Knowing how to use organisational structures of 
different genres



Comprehension Skills

“As the afternoon light started to fade, the cow stopped eating grass, stood 
instead with its head over the gate and gazed expectantly down the lane”

What kind of questions?

• What 3 things did the cow do?

• What time of day was it?

• Where was the cow?

• How do you think the cow might have been feeling?

Literal, deductive – using 2 or more points, inferential – reading between the 
lines.



Reading Progression

When the children are in Reception they will take home a Bug Club Phonics 
book.

When children have mastered the phase 3 sounds, we will begin our 
benchmarking assessments. 

Once the children are at a competent level to read at band 3 (our school 
banded system) we will send home 2 books with your child so that they 
have the opportunity to broaden their reading.

Children will then work through the book bands, moving up to the next 
band when the teacher feels they are competent, confident, expressive 
and fluent readers within their current band and are reading for meaning 
(comprehension). This is assessed termly.



Reading Books

• Reception children will take home a Bug Club Phonics Book – this 
book matches the sounds they are learning in Phonics lessons 
and they should be able to read it independently, however we 
expect parents to still support and guide.

• Year 1 will take home a Bug Club Phonics Book and a banded 
book.

• Year 2 will take home a banded book, but some children may still 
take home a Bug Club Phonics Book if they are not yet a 
competent reader.



Reading Books

Reading books will be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

This is to ensure the children have time to re-read the books they are taking 
home in order to develop fluency. 

We expect children to read a book more than once and to be ready at an 
increased pace without overly relying on their phonic knowledge. 

Children’s books will only be changed once a parent / carer comments or 
initials the reading diary. 



Reading targets

Your child has their reading targets on the back of their reading 
diary (when they are on banded books) so that you know what 
they are working on.

Teachers read with children at least once a week and keep 
assessment records.

You may notice from reading with your child daily, what they are 
working on day-to-day e.g. Yesterday they got stuck on the word 
‘seat’ and needed help to sound it out and today they could 
sound it out independently. ☺



How can you help?
• Finding the right time for you

• Practising regularly

• Sit side by side, talk about the cover, the 

pictures. What happens next?

• Give lots of praise.

• Take it at your child’s pace.

• Take it in turns – you read, I read.

• If you sense any sign of anxiety, you can read the book to the 
child and discuss the story.

• Visiting the local library and using your own home library

Remember please still read stories to your child to continue a love 
of literature. 
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