Free School Meals and Pupil Premium Funding
At our school, all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a free school meal through the Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) scheme. This means that every child can enjoy a free school lunch, regardless of their family's circumstances.
Why should I still apply for Free School Meals?
Even though all infant-aged children receive a free meal, some families may also qualify for additional government funding for the school, known as Pupil Premium.
By registering your eligibility, you could help the school access extra funding that can be used to support children's learning, wellbeing and wider school experiences.
What is Pupil Premium?
Pupil Premium is additional funding provided by the government to help schools support children who may face barriers to learning.
This funding can be used to provide:
· Additional teaching and learning support
· Small group interventions
· Educational resources
· Pastoral and wellbeing support
· Assistance with the cost of school trips, clubs or uniform where appropriate

· Enrichment opportunities and experiences
Changes to Free School Meal Eligibility from September 2026
The government has expanded Free School Meal eligibility for families receiving Universal Credit. As a result, there are now two categories of eligibility:
· Targeted Free School Meals – families meeting specific income criteria may qualify for additional Pupil Premium funding for the school.
· Expanded Free School Meals – some families receiving Universal Credit may qualify for free meals, but this will not necessarily attract additional Pupil Premium funding.
How do I know if I am eligible?
We encourage all families to check their eligibility, even if their child already receives a free meal through the Universal Infant Free School Meals scheme.
Registering can make a real difference by helping the school secure additional funding to support children across the school community.
If you think you may be eligible or would like support with an application, please contact the school office. All enquiries will be treated confidentially.
Although all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 receive a free school meal, registering for Free School Meals may unlock valuable additional funding for the school, helping us provide the very best support and opportunities for our pupils.

How do I apply?
You can check your eligibility and apply online through Surrey County Council's Free School Meals Eligibility and Pupil Premium Application Form. Completing the form allows the school to check whether your child qualifies for additional funding through Pupil Premium, even if they already receive Universal Infant Free School Meals. 
Apply online here:
https://parentportal.surreycc.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/parents/free-school-meals 
If you would like support with the application process, please contact the school office. All enquiries will be treated confidentially.
Submitting an application may help the school access additional Pupil Premium funding to support children's learning, wellbeing and wider school experiences.

